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Important Dates:
September 15 – Pot Luck, Goodman Community Center, 6:00
September 21 – Board Meeting, Big Oak, 7:00

Notes from the Board:

Hello and welcome to a newly colorful Big Oak! I hope everyone had a wonderful summer. Big Oaker's have spent time near and very far, from the backyard to China and many points in between. Welcome back!

By now you have probably heard that Ann Fox is retiring. Ann has been the spirit and the glue of Big Oak for many years, and the Center will feel her loss. We are in the process of hiring a new Director who will move forward in the same spirit, maintain the Center's focus on supporting excellent teachers, and help bring the strategic plan to fruition.

Big Oak will be holding Board elections in early October. Now is a fabulous time to join the Board - there is a wide range of projects to become involved in and we are looking for people who want to give back, and help Big Oak have a broader impact. If you are thinking about joining the Board or contributing in another way, please don't hesitate to contact me with questions at: alsloane@wisc.edu
Center Wide Notes:

Thank you for your cooperation during the painting project.  The Center is looking sharp with the fresh coat of paint and new tile in the kitchen and toddler bathroom.  We will continue to hammer away at bulletin boards and wall hangings.  Next on the Strategic Plan list is individual email accounts for staff.  Look for these to be ready at the end of the month.

During the past year, Big Oak has been making the change to using Creative Curriculum in our classrooms.  We will be hosting an informational session in October to outline the curriculum and assessment tools as well as answer any questions.  Conferences in November will be following the new assessment tool.  

Thank you to all the families who completed the Center Survey.  We hope to get a few more responses.  Attached, you will find a copy of the center evaluation.  Please return to Nicole’s mailbox by September 17.  Your input is appreciated.

Please be sure to look over your monthly bill to catch any credits or balances due.  Thank you for your help in keeping your account up to date and accurate.

General Information
If you need to reach your child’s teacher after office hours, you may call 695-6009.  Please reserve use of this number for immediate concerns.

In the event that some unforeseen event occurs and Big Oak’s door is not open at 7:00 a.m., here are two contact numbers:

1.  Ann Fox 239-1929

2.  Lori Pape 240-9185

Please remember that Big Oak classrooms are a “Shoe Free Zone.”  Please provide indoor only shoes or slippers for your child to wear at Big Oak.  We will also require anyone entering Big Oak classrooms to remove their shoes.  Thank you for your cooperation and help keeping Big Oak clean.
Please note that both Big Oak’s policies and the Wisconsin state licensing standards are always available for review in the entryway. 

Just a reminder, Big Oak closes at 5:45.  Parents and children need to have left the building by this time.  If you need extra time to dress your child and/or gather materials please plan accordingly and come earlier.  A.M. children must also be picked up by 1:00.  Thank you for your cooperation in this regard.  
Due to safety reasons, please remember children must be supervised and accompanied by a parent at all times within the center.  Parents/Guardians are responsible for their children before they are signed in and after they are signed out. 
Preschool News: 
With September comes new beginnings and (hopefully) some cooler temperatures! I am very excited to be back and to start the fall off with a bang! Dance with Donna will begin again on September 7 and will continue to be every other Tuesday morning. 

On Thursday, September 16, in the afternoon, we will take a trip to Hawthorne Park please feel free to join us. On Wednesday September 22, in the morning, we will be taking a very exciting trip to the new Madison Children's Museum! Please bring $7.00 to the preschool by September 15 to cover the cost of admission. We also will need at least 8 adults to come with us so please sign up on the sheet in the preschool as soon as possible!  

Sunny Garden is winding down on its production of wonderful edible treats for us. I expect that we will be picking the last of the vegetables this month! The purple carrots have been a hit! (any food that looks like a rainbow inside is fun to eat!) The tomatoes have been a welcomed candy-like snack. We will continue to venture out there, finding what we can to nibble on... (Please take some parsley! We have tons!) Also, check out the pumpkin! It will be really fun to carve come October! 

Throughout the month of September, you will see some a few toddlers visiting quite often. Nina, Lila and Jovany will be officially moving up October 1.  Welcome to the classroom! 

Important Dates:
9/7 - Dance with Donna
9/15 - Big Oak Pot Luck
9/16 - Hawthorne Park, PM Program
9/21 - Dance with Donna, AM Program
9/22 - Madison Children's Museum, AM Program
Older Toddler News:

Happy Fall!  This month the Older Toddler's will continue exploring with our senses.  We've been talking about all the "super delicious" smells and tastes coming from the kitchen.  We're also listening to new genres of music, a new favorite being reggae!  We've enjoyed playing our musical instruments while Megan plays her flute!  

This month we will also focus on getting to know one another.  The children have been very interested in asking their friends questions about themselves!  Some of the questions they've been asking their friends are how to spell their names, about family members, about their homes, and what they like to eat.  We will do some group activities incorporating these concepts as well as name and letter recognition.  

This month Sophie joins our classroom.  Welcome!  

Younger Toddler News:

As we bid farewell to August, we welcome September to take its place. 

With our room having gotten a fresh coat of paint, we are still in need of a few things to complete our space. We need you to please bring in family pictures, so we can finish our Interactive Family Garden. We are also in need of “cultural art”. If you have noticed a piece of art (blanket from Peru, African painting, ect…) that is collecting dust at home and you would like to see it brought back to life in our classroom, please let us know. 

A special thanks goes out to Ethan’s mom, Beth, for her help sewing our curtains. Naptime is much more suitable in a dark room. So, thank you! 

We have a few simple sewing projects left so if you, or anyone you know, is interested in helping please contact Anney, Lori, or Becky. 

Notes from the Kitchen:  

This is a great recipe to use up some tomatoes and cucumbers, and the kids seem to like it. It’s a fairly simple dish to prepare and it is wonderfully cooling on a hot summer day. Don’t be afraid to play around with the ingredients depending on your tastes, everyone is different.  Enjoy!

Tabouli

Serves 4-6

3/4 cup boiling water
1/2 cup cracked wheat or fine bulgur (I’ve substituted quinoa or couscous instead)
1/2 cup minced parsley
1/4 cup minced mint leaves
1 tomato, diced
1 cucumber, seeded and diced
3 tablespoons olive oil OR oil substitute (Italian dressing, liquid from cooking chickpeas, or vegetable broth)
2 tablespoons lemon juice, or to taste
1 tsp. sea salt, or to taste
Pepper to taste

Pour boiling water over the cracked wheat, cover, and let stand about 20 minutes until wheat is tender and water is absorbed.  Add the chopped vegetables and toss to mix.  Combine oil or substitute, lemon juice, salt, and pepper. Add to wheat mixture and mix well. Serve cold or at room temperature. 
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